
COURSE "Research Project Design“ (RPD) 

Lecture 2 “Types of Research” 

The author: Ryzhova N.P. 



It`s not always possible to immediately pose a “cool” 
research question 

(2b). Despite the 150-year-old attempts of the state to develop it, the FE of 
Russia remains one of the most sparsely populated and underdeveloped in 
Russia. Modern works devoted to discussions about the factors of uneven 
economic development are paying increasing attention to historical, 
geographical, and cultural factors.  

The focus of this study is on the impact of culture. The key difficulty in 
assessing the effects of culture is their endogenous nature to economic 
development. In other words, it is impossible to understand whether the 
characteristics of culture are generated by economic dynamics, or whether 
the dynamics of growth itself is a consequence of cultural characteristics.  

In our project, we rely on a “natural experiment”, trying to evaluate how 
“Soviet culture” affects the economic, social and political development of the 
region. The basis of the project is a unique "natural experiment" - the 
introduction of a hundred-kilometer zone along the Soviet border beyond 
which, after 1938, all the so-called "Anti-Soviet elements." 



What is the lecture about? About different types of research 

Before getting to the “tough” question, the researcher 
overcomes various stages: 

 search  

 descriptive 

 analytical 

 interpretative ... 

 

And again descriptive - analytical - ... 



Research Classification 

On the subject: theoretical vs empirical 

 

By data type: quantitative vs qualitative 

 

By goals: search; descriptive; analytical; interpretative 

 



By subject: theoretical vs empirical 

Theoretical  Empirical  

Goals and 
Strategies 

Creation of theoretical (= 
mathematical) models of phenomena 
and key concepts (demand, supply, 
equilibrium, growth, etc.). 
 
Then - testing for the real economy 

Testing hypotheses that are not 
based on formal mathematical 
models. 
Obtaining significant statistical 
results, then - justification of the 
mathematical model. 
 

 
 
Example 

 
 
Solow's neoclassical economic growth 
model, based on the Cobb-Douglas 
production function. 
An increase in the savings rate leads to 
an acceleration of economic growth. 

 
 
The gravity model of international 
trade predicts the volume of mutual 
trade depending on the “size" of the 
economy (GDP) and the distance 
between countries. 



Data Type Classification 

1. Qualitative methods: who? what? as? when? why? 

The non-quantitative nature of the data (language, emotions, 

stereotypes). Getting deep, detailed information about the subject of 

research 

Ethnography, interviews, observation, focus group, expert assessments 

(Delphi), etc. 

 

2. Quantitative methods: how much? 

The concept of scale, frequency of occurrence, relationship 

Experiment and quasi-experiment, observation, survey, correlation 

analysis 



Classification of empirical RQ by goals 

• Search. Understanding a new phenomenon. Data collection, concept formation 
(EXAMPLE. Informal economy = the hidden nature of informal practices implies 
“search”) 
 

• Description. "Add all the data together." Classification of the phenomenon, 
definition of the concept, production of taxonomies 

EXAMPLE-1. Estimation of the share of the informal economy in the GRP of different 
countries.  
EXAMPLE-2. The informal economy is obviously diverse and can be classified by the 
degree of illegality.  

 
• Analysis. The study of causal relationships between variables. Testing formal 

hypotheses.  
EXAMPLE. Evaluation of the effect of inequality on the spread of informal activity. 

 
• Interpretation. To enter the results of empirical research into a theoretical 

discussion / to offer a deeper explanation of the channels of influence of some 
factors on others.  

EXAMPLE. How formal rules / barriers exclude entrepreneurs from the legal 
economy.  

The analysis is not necessary only on quantitative data !!! 



Search Description Analysis Interpretation 

Quantitative methods 

Quality methods 



Academic Project Social Project Entrepreneurial Project 

Idea «Resettlement Zone» Improve the Far East 

Hectare Program 

Become an entrepreneur 

under the Far East 

Hectare Program 

Search Why and how was the 

border resettlement strip 

created? 

 

How is the Far East 

Hectare Program 

perceived by the  

population of the region? 

What are the restrictions 

on the use of Far East 

Hectare Program 

for business? 

Description How did the spatial 

distribution of the Far East 

South change in 1927-

2010? 

What is the social portrait 

of applicants for the Far 

Eastern Hectare Program? 

What are the differences 

in the types of possible 

busines per hectare 

depending on the 

geographical location of 

the site? 

Analysis Does Soviet culture 

influence modern 

economic development? 

How does the coverage of 

the Far Eastern Hectare 

Program the dynamics of 

applications? 

How does the availability 

of markets affect potential 

business performance 

(city far - close) ? 

Interpretatio
n 

What is "Soviet culture" 

and how it manifests itself 

in modern settlements of 

«Resettlement Zone»? 

Why with a large number 

of applications their 

significant part is not 

satisfied? 

How can I solve the 

problem of transport 

remoteness, provided 

that a limited number of 

sites remain unoccupied? 



Academic Project Social Project Entrepreneurial Project 

Idea «Resettlement Zone» Improve the Far East 

Hectare Program 

Become an entrepreneur 

under the Far East 

Hectare Program 

Search Why and how was the border 

resettlement strip created? (I 
don’t know anything about the 

phenomenon. Вut do not everyone 

know, or just me?) 

How is the Far East 

Hectare Program 

perceived by the  

population of the region? 

What are the restrictions 

on the use of Far East 

Hectare Program 

for business? 

Descripti
on 

How did the spatial distribution 

of the Far East South change 

in 1927-2010? (Interested in 

structure, dynamics) 

What is the social portrait 

of applicants for the Far 

Eastern Hectare Program? 

What are the differences 

in the types of possible 

busines per hectare 

depending on the 

geographical location of 

the site? 

Analysis Does Soviet culture influence 

modern economic 

development? (Interested in how 

A and B are related) 

How does the coverage of 

the Far Eastern Hectare 

Program the dynamics of 

applications? 

How does the availability 

of markets affect potential 

business performance 

(city far - close) ? 

Interpret
ation 

What is "Soviet culture" and 

how it manifests itself in 

modern settlements of 

«Resettlement Zone»? (how to 

interpret the results) 

Why with a large number 

of applications their 

significant part is not 

satisfied? 

How can I solve the 

problem of transport 

remoteness, provided 

that a limited number of 

sites remain unoccupied? 



 

But is everything so obvious?  
Where is the "search" and where is the 
"analytical" project? 



The Alfa field development project received state support, including tax breaks. 
This guaranteed the company X profitability, but did not motivate to take care of 
the ecology of the region. 
 
The base of the study was: 
 112 documented sources of information (press releases of the company and 
environmentalists criticizing it, reports, corporate magazines, reviews, interviews, 
etc.); 
 15 in-depth interviews with company managers making decisions on the 
environmental safety of the project and with external experts collaborating with 
the company in the field of environmental safety.. 

Is this exploratory research? Descriptive? 
Interpretative? Based on what can we conclude? 

If the research is exploratory, does this 
mean that there will be no interpretations? 

The author of the study identifies "two mechanisms by which the existing political system in 
Russia supports corporate ignorance in environmental matters» 
«In Russia, there is not the logic of an egoist, but the logic of ignorance. And this is not a 
problem of individual managers. An analysis of the practice of one of the leading companies in 
the oil market confirmed that a lack of understanding of environmental responsibility is 
supported by educational, financial and political systems». 
 



Reflection 

• Why do we need to know about motivation, 
problem, research question? 

 

• Why do we need to know what types of 
studies exist? 


